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ABSTRACT 



The problems and successes of instructional 
television (ITV) in elementary and secondary schools in New York 
State between 1966-68 are reported here as the basis for 
recommendations which may facilitate the continued development of ITV 
in the state. Sixty-five schools, representing 60 percent of the 
ITV-using schools, and nine nonusing ITV schools in the State were 
visited. Educational Council Stations were found to be the single 
greatest source of programs; these were mostly used as enrichment or 
resource materials. Problems most often mentioned were those of 
scheduling and programing. With the initial help of the State 
assistance program, most of the schools seem to have most of the 
equipment they need. Generally, all buildings are considered adequate 
for ITV. Teachers report that they feel comfortable with ITV. 

However, budget cuts may make the suspension rate of ITV as high as 
25 percent for the 1969-70 school year. Some of the recommendations 
are that the development of Council stations. Instructional 
Television Fixed Service Stations, and closed-circuit television 
school systems in New York State should be coordinated; that the 
State Education Department videotape library should be expanded; and 
that ITV preservice and inservice training programs for teachers and 
school administrators should be developed. (MF) 
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1. int/ioduction 



There can no longer be any real doubt that chil- 
dren and adults learn, a great amount from in- 
structional television, just as they do from any 
other experience that can he made to seem rele- 
vant to them — experiences as different as 
watching someone rotate a hula hoop or read- 
ing the encyclopedia. (Chu & Schramm, Learn- 
ing From Television.) 

The major purpose of this document is to report on 
the problems and successes of instructional television 
(ITV) in elementary and secondary schools in New York 
State between 1966-68. The findings of this study have 
been projected to the future as a series of recommenda- 
tions or questions which may facilitate the continued 
development of ITV in the State to the year 1974. 

Emphasis in this study was placed on obtaining data 
from users of ITV — school administrators, teachers, and 
students. Data from the Educational Television Council 
stations in the State and from the school systems’ tele- 
vision directors were also collected to provide contextual 
and projection data. 

The focus in this report is threefold: 1) How has ITV 
affected instructional patterns? 2) What were the fund- 
ing trends and problems? and 3) What were the ex- 
emplary and innovative uses of ITV ? The chapters 
in this report deal with specific programmatic questions: 
How are television materials being distributed? How are 
the programs being developed, and then revised as a 
result of user feedback? What are the sources and 
trends in funding instructional television? What facili- 
ties and equipment exist and what are needed? What 
are the students’, teachers’ and administrators’ attitudes 
toward instructional television? What are the availabil- 
ity and training of television and user personnel regard- 
ing instructional television? Finally, what recommenda- 
tions regarding television in New York State are sug- 
gested by this study? 

Background 

The data for this report were collected between April 1 
and June 15 in 1969. A list of schools using ITV was 



provided by the Bureau of Mass Communications and 
includes those schools under the Local Assistance Program 
for ITV in the public schools. A number of nonusing 
schools were visited to answer questions related to the 
reasons they had elected not to use instructional television. 

The Bureau of Mass Communications identified schools 
which it considered outstanding or exemplary schools 
with regard to their use of instructional television. As 
these 25 exemplary schools were selected for the sample, 
the data from these schools were tabulated separately 
and reported for comparative purposes. 

The Division of Educational Communications sup- 
ported a number of studies related to ITV in New York 
State between 1966 and 1968. The Bureau of Mass 
Communications actively visited schools during the 
planning and implementation stages of new television 
programs to provide systems analysis and other technical 
assistance as requested. Followup visits were also made. 
Ixi order to disseminate these findings on instructional 
television, the bureau has assisted in preparing several 
documents, including: 7.T.F.5.: What It is — Hew To 
Plan (1967) ; Percentile Ranking of Educational Pro- 
grams ( 1968) ; Educational Communications Handbook 
(1968) ; Educational Media — Materials Distribution 
Service Catalog (yearly) ; State Study for a Network of 
Regional Communications Centers (1968) ; and A Study 
of the Cooperative Efforts of School Districts in Certain 
States in Showing Media Resources Through Regional 
Instructional Media Centers During the 1966-67 School 
Year (1969). Questions related to the services provided 
by the Bureau of Mass Communications related to tele- 
vision were included in this current study. 

In 1962, State aid for the development of educational 
television in the public schools was announced. This 
program has assisted over 100 schools in New York 
State to obtain matching funds for the purchase of 
television equipment and has assisted with the operating 
expenses on a diminishing schedule for 5 years (di- 
minishes 10 percent each year). 

The focus of this report was not upon the quality of 
instructional television programing in New York State, 
and thus did not gather data related to it. Students’ 
learning, retention, and attitudinal behaviors resulting 
from programing techniques or from teacher attitudes 
toward television were excluded. A summary of this 
type of data is available in a report entitled, Learning 



